
WREATH LAYING CEREMONY 

This year LEMA enacted a Wreath Laying Ceremony in conjunction with National 
Law Enforcement week. Fourteen wreaths were laid in memory of fallen officers.  
During each Wreath Laying ceremony the public stood and remained silent.  Taps 
were played and officers presented arms.  LEMA expresses their sincere appre-
ciation to those families and departments who participated in this new event.  
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If you would like to submit an 
article of interest, please 
contact Renee Kaulfuss at  
763-767-6571 or e-mail at 
rkaufuss@coonrapidsmn.gov 
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Holiday Shopping with Children of Fallen Heroes 
 
LEMA founder Jim Crawford recently proposed a new program titled the “Children of Fallen He-
roes” Christmas project.  The purpose of the program is to go shopping with the child or chil-
dren of Fallen Officers so that they have an opportunity to interact with officer’s from the par-
ent’s department and to choose a Christmas gift in honor or memory of their father or mother. 
 
LEMA understands that the holiday season can be very difficult for survivors including the chil-
dren.  LEMA hopes to make this new project a positive experience for the children knowing that 
they will always be remembered at Christmas time by LEMA and law enforcement. 
 
This program is intended for children under the 
age of 18 who are the sons and daughters of a 
fallen officer.  In 2010 there were seventeen chil-
dren of fallen officers under the age of 18, ten 
males and seven females.  
 
Pictured is Nick Bedard (son of Officer Mark    
Bedard, Minneapolis Park Police)  along with his 
mother, grandparents and members of the  
Minneapolis Park Police Department. 

 
 
 
Pictured is Paul Kern (son of Officer Lisa 
Kern,  Minneapolis Police Department) along 
with his grandmother Sandy Stooke and  
Officer Steve Laux of the Minneapolis Police 
Department. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pictured is Jordan and Maddi Silvera  
(children of Officer Shawn Silvera) along  
with their mother Jennifer, Officer Steve 
Wagner of the Lino Lakes Police 
Department and LEMA Founder Jim 
Crawford. 
 



  
 
LEMA in conjunction with Champps 
held a Fundraising Event 
on July 18, 2010.  Three Champps 
locations participated in this event 
including Champps of Maplewood, 
Champps of New Brighton and 
Champps of Woodbury.  The  
Fundraiser was an all day event including lunch, dinner or supper, whatever your dining pleasure 
was and 10% of all profits including beverages were donated to LEMA.  A little extra competition be-

tween the three locations developed among the board mem-
bers who volunteered to work at the various locations to raise 
the most dollars through the donation jar.  Dollars raised was 
just shy of $4,000.00.  
Thank you to all who 
participated in this fund-
raising event.  Please 
watch for future an-
nouncements regarding 
the 2011 fundraising 

event as Champps has committed to sponsor this event next 
year.  Special recognition to Board Member Tom Ramsdell 
who orchestrated this event between Champps and LEMA.    

����������	
���� 	
Over the years LEMA has received support from law enforcement in many ways including standing of the me-
morial guard, participation in the memorial golf tournament or attending one or more of our annual events.  One 
area where we lack support is in membership.  Over the past several years we have experienced a low percent-
age of response to the annual membership drive.   Your membership of $15.00 will ensure LEMA’s ability to 
deliver quality events, improve and create new programs and assist, honor and remember.  In 2008, LEMA ap-
proved agency supporting membership.  Won’t you consider becoming a member of the Minnesota Law En-
forcement Memorial Association?  
Number of Agency Members:    Dues 
  2-5     $25.00 
  6-10     $50.00 
  11-25     $75.00 
  26-50     $100.00 
  51-100     $150.00 
  101-499    $200.00  
  500 plus    $500.00 
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LEMA experienced the largest group yet of survivors attending the 
Holidazzle which took place this year on December 18.  Attendees sat at 
street level in a heated tent.  Prior to the parade our honored guests en-
joyed a light supper of hot roast beef sandwiches, a variety of chips, holi-
day cut out cookies along with hot apple cider and hot chocolate.  Santa 
once again arrived on scene to talk to the children.  The weather cooper-
ated and over 175 survivors along with several board members attended this fun filled holiday 
event.  Special thanks to board members Susie Skalman and Mike Servatka for organizing this 
event and thank you to K & J Catering of North St. Paul in assisting us with our catering needs.   
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Open to all Full/Part-time and Retired Law Enforcement Persons, Judges, Attorneys, and Survivors�
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� HONOR GUARD MEMBER PROFILE 
 

Sgt. Thomas Schoenecker  Eagan Police Department 
 
Tom started with the Eagan Police Department in 1982 as a Police Cadet or 
Community Service Officer. He became a full-time police officer in 1983. Tom 
worked in patrol until 1989 and then became a D.A.R.E officer for 4 years. Tom 
was promoted to Sergeant in 1994 and has been in that position since. He 
worked in investigations as a Sergeant for 5 years. In 2003, Tom attended the 
FBI National Academy session 215. His educational experience includes a 
Bachelor of Science and a Master Degree in Public Administration. 
 
This is Tom’s second calling to the LEMA Honor Guard. He was a member from 
1998 until 2004. He resigned and worked with the Eagan Police Department to 
form their own department Honor Guard.  During this time, he remained with 
LEMA by serving as a LEMA Board of Director for 2 years. His heart was with 
the honor guard therefore he left the board and applied to be reinstated as an 
Honor Guard member.  One thing that drew him to the honor guard was the pro-
fessional attitude and demeanor of each member. He shares that when a death 
occurs, everyone pulls together to do what they are trained to do. It is a great 
feeling to know that you have done something good to honor those who have 
fallen. Tom hopes to be a part of LEMA until his career in Law Enforcement 
ends. 
 
Tom, we appreciate all your time and effort you giv e to LEMA and we would like to publicly 
thank the Eagan Police Department for supporting yo u in the services you provide to the 
LEMA organization. 
 
    

  New LEMA Honor Guard members are being sought 
 
"Membership on the Honor Guard is limited to active duty, full time peace officers of federal  public 
law enforcement agencies in Minnesota. Members must complete a selection 
process including a resume review, oral interview, physical evaluation, and a background investiga-
tion. Members are required to have the support of their department as well. All incoming members 
are required to attend basic training at the next LEMA Honor Guard Camp is scheduled for Septem-
ber 18 through September  22, 2011 at Camp Ripley." 
 
Applications can be found on the LEMA website at  http://mnlema.org  
Applications should be submitted to 
 
Officer Kim Potter 
Brooklyn Center Police Department 
6645 Humboldt Ave North 
Brooklyn Center, MN 55443 
 
Questions contact Officer Potter at kpotter@ci.brooklyn-center.mn.us  
Or the LEMA Honor Guard Commander Captain Kevin Torgerson at 
torgerson.kevin@co.olmsted.mn.us 
 
Application are being accepted until February 2, 2011. 



SAVE THE DATES FOR 2011 
 
Annual Meeting   March 23, 2011  K & J Catering  
   6:00 pm Social   2546 E 7th Ave, North St. Paul 
   7:00  Dinner 
   8:00  Meeting 
 
Ecumenical Service TBD               May 1, 2011  Church location to be determine 

Detroit Lakes 
   Hosted by:   Detroit Lakes Police Department and FOP Lodge 8 
 
National Law Enforcement   May 15, 2011   Standing of the Memorial Guard 
Day Events            Begins:  8:00 pm on the evening of May 14th   State Capitol Grounds 
                        All day – May 15th 
 
Wreath Laying    May 15, 2011 
Ceremony  Designated times throughout the day – Schedule a time with 
   Honor Guard member Scott Dahlquist  scott.dahlquist@ci.minneapolis.mn.us 
 
Candlelight Vigil   May 15, 2011   State Capitol Grounds  
   Begins:  7:30 pm                     with social gathering following vigil 
 
Memorial Golf    June 3, 2011  Majestic Oaks Golf C ourse 
Tournament  7:30 am Open to law enforcement personnel, judges, attorneys  
     And survivors 
 
St. Paul Saints    June 26, 2011  1771 Energy Park Drive, St. Paul 
Game   12:00 Noon Lunch begins at Noon, Twig’s Place—Open to survivors only 
 
 
Champps    July 31, 2011  Champps—Maplewood 
Fundraiser  All Day  Public Welcome  Champps—New Brighton 
        Champps—Woodbury 
 
Honor Guard    September 18, 2011  Camp Ripley 
Camp   All Day  to September 22, 2011  
 
Holidazzle     TBD   Nicollet Mall 
Parade Event  5:00 pm   

LEMA loses one of our own survivors  Darlene Felt  on December 7, 2010.  She is survived by 
her loving husband of 62+ years Herman.  Her sons Mike (Laurie) Felt (Deputy with Carver Co 
Sheriff’s office); Steve (Barb) Felt (Deputy with Otter Tail Co Sheriff’s Office and Part-time Officer 
with New York Mills Police Department) grandchildren Amanda, Brendan and Kendra Felt and  
Mercedies Bjorklund and Jayce Brown.   
 
The Felts buried two children at an early age, Linda Ann 
and Curtis.  Curt was fatally shot in the line-of-duty 
working as a Douglas County Sheriff Deputy on June 
29, 1978.  Because of losing their son in the line-of-
duty, the Felt’s became active in the Minnesota Law  
Enforcement Memorial Association serving on the board 
from 2000—2009.   
 
Darlene will be greatly missed.  May you rest in peace 
our dear friend.   



LEMA HONOR GUARD CAMP - CAMP RIPLEY, MN 
 
Every year, law enforcement honor guards from Minnesota and neighboring states come to the Minnesota 
Army National Guard training center at Camp Ripley, MN to train and practice military drill and ceremony. 
Officers learn how to post and present colors, fire ceremonial salutes with rifle, handgun, and shotgun, and 
how to stand ceremonial guard duty. In addition, attendees learn how to plan and organize funerals and cere-
monies. LEMA Honor Guard Camp is the only such training camp in the US. 

Training camp will begin on Sunday, September 18, 2011 through 
Thursday, September 22, 2011 
 
Cost for the upcoming camp is yet to be announced, check back soon 
for updates 

Tuition includes lodging, meals, resource materials, and some 
utility uniform items. 

Reservations are confirmed upon receipt of payment or purchase 
order. 

Previous Camps have been approved for 36 hours of CEU. 

Any other questions please contact Denise Haefner 
Crime Prevention & Training Olmsted County Sheriff's Office 
101 4 ST SE Rochester MN 55904 
Email haefner.denise@co.olmsted.mn.us 
Office (507) 328-6777 Fax (507) 328-6990 

 
Application will be available 
on the LEMA website at 
www.mnlema.org and click 
on Honor Guard and then 
Training Camp.   

�
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The LEMA Board of Directors is currently seeking dedicated people who would like to serve on the 
board.  The board of directors are comprised of licensed Minnesota officers, retired officers, police 
personnel and survivors who volunteer to work diligently to provide many services of support to sur-
vivors.  As part of our five year plan we would like to add an interested individual from the corpo-
rate/business community.  If you have an interest in serving as a director or know of someone who 
may be interested in serving on the board, please contact Board Member Jon Durst at 763-355-
4862 or email Jon at jon.durst@yahoo.com.  Board positions will be voted on at the March annual 
meeting.  Names to be placed on the ballot must be received by February 15, 2011. �



Minnesota Law Enforcement Memorial Association 
Caisson Unit 

 
The Minnesota Law Enforcement Memorial Association Honor Guard unit would like to 
publicly thank all businesses and individuals who donated dollars, labor and materials 
toward the building of the caisson.  The caisson is near completion and we do need ad-
ditional funds to complete the outfitting of the unit like the brass plate that will carry the 
names of donating agencies and law enforcement organizations.  We need to outfit the 
Mounted Police Officers that will comprise the caisson team.  A  kit will be purchased to 
hold the caskets in place so caskets will ride safely on the caisson.  In addition we need 
to build a trailer to move the caisson to the various funeral locations. As previously 
noted, the caisson will be used for the funeral procession for Police Officers who were 
killed in the Line of Duty. 
 
They gave the ultimate sacrifice, should we not give them the ultimate tribute. Remem-
ber the “Best we can do is the Least we can do” 
 
This request for your agency, organization or association to donate towards the Caisson 
effort is our next step in supporting officers, their families and agencies in providing the 
finest services possible during their most difficult time.  As history tells us a limber and 
caisson were used by armies to carry ammunitions and supplies to the front lines during 
battle.  Then as they would leave the area the caisson would carry the dead and 
wounded away from the battle.  This is a historical symbol of solemn respect for fallen 
soldiers and has been adopted for officers who have died in the line of duty.  The LEMA 
Honor Guard is seeking your financial support so not to draw on other LEMA budgeted 
funds.  We are asking you to consider a donation for the Caisson Unit.    
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jim Lamecker.  
 
     Jim Lamecker  
     Work Phone # 507-434-2640 
                                                       Home Phone # 507-437-2152    
     Cell# 507-438-8816 
 
Please make checks payable to the Minnesota Law Enforcement Memorial Association.                                   
Send to: James Lamecker                                                                                                                 
702 11th Ave SW  
Austin MN 55912 
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�Name of Fallen Officer: ____________________________________________ 
 
 Agency officer worked for:__________________________________________ 
 
 Contact Person: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 Home Ph: _____________ Work Ph:  _______________Cell Ph: _______________ 
 
 Email: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 Address:  ___________________________________________ 
 
                ___________________________________________ 
 
�Please indicate a two hour block of time, from 8 PM to 10 PM on 5/14/11  or from 8 AM to 6 PM  
5/15/11 when you would be available to participate in the wreath laying ceremony.  You will be 
contacted for a more precise time by the scheduler.  To maintain the dignity of the event, please 
limit the number of people participating in the ceremony to three.  There will be plenty of room on 
the sides of the memorial for others to view the ceremony. 
 
 Date: ________________________Time: _________________________ 
 
 Cost of wreath/stand is $50.00 and you can choose a wreath with carnations in: 
 
 Red________ White________Blue_________ or Red/White/Blue Combination_______ 
 
 Or I will bring my own wreath and stand_____________ 
   
Email this completed form to:  scott.dahlquist@ci.minneapolis.mn.us 
 
 Or by regular Mail:  Officer Scott Dahlquist 
                                 Minneapolis Police Dept. - 4th Precinct 
                                 1925 Plymouth Ave. N. 
                                 Minneapolis, MN 55411 
 
Deadline to order this special price wreath is Apri l 30, 2011 
 
Mail a copy of this form along with your payment for the wreath made payable to:  LEMA at 614 
Aqua Circle, Lino Lakes. MN  55014.  If you have any questions please feel free to email Officer 
Scott Dahlquist at scott.dahlquist@ci.minneapolis.mn.us. 
 
At the close of the Candlelight Vigil on the evening of May 15th please take your wreath with you 
and display it at your home, at the cemetery, at the department or wherever you wish to display it.  
Thank you for participating in the 2nd annual Wreath Laying ceremony.    



Highlights of the 2010 St. Paul Saint’s Game  
Event for Survivors 

 
 
On June 13, 2010 LEMA sponsored a new summer event for survivors—a day at a St. Paul 
Saint’s game.  Attendees enjoyed a lunch at Twig’s Place and watched the game from great 
seats with an opportunity to socialize with other survivors.  A June 26, 2011 event is being 
planned and more information will be available on the LEMA website.  Please consider coming 
out and joining other survivors for a fun filled day of entertainment. 
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OTHER PROGRAMS AVAILABLE…... 
 
Wills for Heroes Program:  This program is a pro bono service provided by volunteer attorneys 
and paralegals who are members of the Minnesota Bar Association.  All immediate survivors of 
fallen officers are entitled to this free program.  Simply go online at www.mnbar.org click on pro-
grams, click on Wills for Heroes and contact a representative.    
 
 

 
The mission of LEMA is extremely important, but it simply can’t be carried on without your sup-
port.  The easiest way to do that is to take a few minutes to purchase a membership or renew 
your membership.  An application is included in this newsletter for your convenience on page 7.  
In an effort to save money on postage and printing there will not be a separate membership drive 
mailing.  You can also download an application on the website at www.mnlema.org.   
 
Please post this newsletter where members of your department have an opportunity to view it.  
There is an “Agency Supporting Membership” Special Rate chart on Page 3 of this newsletter for 
discounted membership rates if your agency or association would purchase a group member-
ship.  All officers want to pay their respect to their fallen comrades and to offer support to the sur-
viving families.  Your membership in LEMA supports your fellow officers and assures that the vi-
tal services provided by LEMA will continue to be available to surviving families.   

Join LEMA today! �
�
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